298
OLIVER   CROMWELL.
Parliament make an agreement.    We will wait until we have made a full discovery of their intentions, and  then   oppose
them." 1
An answer was at length obtained from the King. He refused to abolish the Bishops, but consented that those who had bought the Church lands from the Parliament should enjoy them by lease for a term of years. As a satisfaction for the blood that had been shed, he agreed to except six considerable persons from pardon, taking care to ::ame those who had found a safe asylum beyond seas. The Parliament was to control the Army for ten years.2 These concessions were not those which would naturally be expected from a conquered monarch, but in the absence of better terms, the Presbyterians resolved to stem the tide of anarchy by accepting them as a basis for peace. The Army leaders preserved an ominous silence before the public, but they had long since arrived at a grim determination to prevent the consummation of this treaty at the proper time.
But the duplicity of Charles was never exercised with less conscience than in the days of this treaty. He had combated the commissioners with skill and learning at every point in the discussion. " If you call this a treaty," he said to one of them, " consider whether it be not like the fray in the comedy where the man comes out and says, ' There has been a fray and no fray*; and being asked how that could be, 'why/ says he, 'there hath been three blows given, and I had them all.' Look whether this be not a parallel case: I have granted absolutely most of your propositions, and with great moderation limited only some few of them ; and you make me no concessions." 3 After having promised to stop all hostilities in Ireland, he secretly wrote to Ormond : " Obey my wife's orders, not mine, until I shall let you know I am free from all restraint; nor trouble yourself about my concessions as to Ireland : they will not lead to anything." 4 In regard to the concessions of the Army, he wrote to Sir William Hopkins : u To
1 Ludlow's Memoirs, vol. i., p. 263.                          2 Ibid., 268.
3 Sir Philip Warwick's Memoirs, p. 359.                  4 Carte's Life of Ormond.